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PRESS RELEASE/ MARC SILK & FIZ/05.12.07
MAY THE FIZ BE WITH YOU!
One of the country’s most sought-after voiceover artists and the voice of  Aks-Moe in ‘Star Wars Episode 1’ has put his weight behind birminghamfiz – the radical new free information zone set up by Digital Birmingham and Birmingham City Council as part of the city’s innovative city centre wireless network.

Solihull-based Marc Silk, whose alter egos include Scooby Doo and Johnny Bravo, along with Bumble and  Slugsy from ‘Fifi and the Flowertots’, works internationally for clients including Disney, Warner Brothers and the BBC. He’s also the voice of ‘Ant and Dec’s Saturday Night Takeaway’, ‘Happy Birthday Baftas’, The Royal Variety Show and Virgin Radio.

Marc came along to the launch of birminghamfiz in September and was immediately enthused by the potential of the network, which he accessed from his state-of-the-art iPod Touch.
“The fiz is a fantastic idea,” he said. “To be able to access train times, local news and events for free in this way is a real first for Birmingham.”
Marc travels widely for his work and relies heavily on wi-fi internet access and his iPod Touch – dubbed ‘the iPhone without the phone part’ – to keep in touch with his office and clients. 

“The features available on the fiz will be a real help to anyone looking to get around and go out in Birmingham,” he said. “Wireless city centres are a great development for people on the move and it’s great that Birmingham is leading the field in providing local content for free.
“I know the project is in its early stages but the potential is huge - I’d love to get involved in developing it further.”

Birminghamfiz allows anyone who logs onto BT’s OpenZone network within the city centre to access for free the information they need to get the most out of their time in the city. 
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In many cases the information provided is ‘live’ and in ‘real-time’, offering a genuine asset to the visitor, resident or business person on the move. 
“Birminghamfiz is very much ‘work in progress’ and what’s available now is only the tip of the iceberg,” said  Birmingham City Council deputy leader Paul Tilsley. “We’re actively developing phase 2, which will include music and video clips and commercial aspects such as booking tickets online and are encouraging everyone to log onto fiz and tell us what they think.”
In addition to the wireless city centre access, any internet user can access birminghamfiz by visiting www.birminghamfiz.co.uk. 

For further information about birminghamfiz and Digital Birmingham, visit www.digitalbirmingham.co.uk or call 0121 675 1169.
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