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RECYCLED COMPUTERS HELP THE HOUSEBOUND
The housebound in Birmingham are to benefit from an imaginative IT recycling and refurbishment initiative from Digital Birmingham and Birmingham City Council.

The ‘Don’t bin IT, donate IT’ scheme, organised recently in conjunction with Hewlett-Packard (HP) and Maxitech.biz, asked Birmingham residents to donate their unwanted IT equipment, which would then be refurbished for use in community projects.

Over 220 items of equipment were handed in on the day, with donors receiving a certificate from Birmingham City Council’s deputy leader Paul Tilsley in recognition of their generosity.

IT for the housebound, a new project from Birmingham Libraries to provide free computers to housebound Birmingham residents, will be taking delivery of the equipment once it has been professionally refurbished and existing data wiped from the system.
“Ensuring all residents have access to IT and are using it more widely is one of our key priorities as a leading digital city,” commented Councillor Tilsley.

“The response to this initiative was huge and we’re grateful to all Birmingham residents who donated their unwanted computers, laptops, printers and monitors.”

According to Helen Connery from Birmingham Libraries, the scheme will help bring the full range of online services available in the city’s libraries to those who are unable to access them at present.
“IT for the housebound is an exciting initiative and we’re delighted to accept the equipment that has been so kindly donated,” she said. “Having access to a computer and the online world can make a huge difference to people who can’t get out and about.”

To find out more about the scheme, contact Helen Connery at Birmingham Libraries on 0121 464 1118.
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