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PRESS RELEASE/ OPEN SOURCE LAUNCH/ 
02.10.07
LIBRARIES JOIN THE OPEN SOURCE REVOLUTION WITH FREE SOFTWARE
Birmingham Libraries in partnership with Digital Birmingham are embracing the free software movement and offering CDs of ‘Open Source’ software to library users throughout the city.  
The initiative, which could save users hundreds of pounds on software licence fees, was highlighted by Birmingham City Council deputy leader Paul Tilsley and Ray Hassall, cabinet member for leisure, sport and culture, at a presentation at Birmingham Central Library this week.
Open Source software is a comprehensive range of computer software which is free to use. It is compatible with all the main commercial office software applications, so files created using the software can easily be shared, transferred and emailed between different computers and operating systems.
Applications include Firefox, a safe and secure web browser, and Open Office, a free suite of office applications for word processing, spreadsheets, presentations and other business and home office requirements. 
Digital Birmingham has packaged up the software on CD and it is being offered free on a first come, first served basis at libraries throughout Birmingham, with library staff on hand to provide advice.  
The programme has been part financed through the national Open Source Academy and reflects Digital Birmingham’s commitment to encourage the use of technology by providing people with a real choice of software and helping reduce the cost of moving up the digital curve.
Commenting on the initiative, councillor Paul Tilsley said:
““We want more people to enjoy the benefits that access to technology brings, and Open Source software is one way to help people get their foot on the digital ladder. The Open Source programme is really important in making the general public aware of the availability of free computer software.”
“One of the most popular services that the library offers is free public Internet access,” added cllr Hassall. 

“There are nearly 100 public computers here in the Central Library and another 600 across our 40 community libraries, and we are adding to this number all the time.

“There are two public computers – loaded with Open Source software – in each of the 12 new neighbourhood libraries we are opening. So we are bringing free Internet access and the chance to try out Open Source software right into the heart of our communities.”

The councillors and library staff were joined at the event by children from Prince Albert School in Aston, which has received national recognition for its use of IT.
The school has been shortlisted for the Best Whole School category in the Becta ICT Excellence Awards, the winners of which are due to be announced in November.

Open Source software, including Firefox, Open Office and other applications, can also be downloaded via the Digital Birmingham website, www.digitalbirmingham.co.uk. For more information contact Digital Birmingham on 0121 675 1169.
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