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PRESS RELEASE/ BIRMINGHAMFIZ/ SEPTEMBER 2007
OPEN UP THE CITY CENTRE WITH BIRMINGHAMFIZ

One of the most innovative and exciting features of Birmingham’s new wireless network is the unique birminghamfiz – a free information zone.

Designed by Digital Birmingham, birminghamfiz is a revolutionary, ground-breaking information service and represents a real digital coup for Birmingham. 

Developed as a free service from Birmingham City Council, birminghamfiz allows anyone who logs onto BT’s OpenZone network within the city centre to access information they need to get the most out of their time in the city. 
In many cases the information provided is ‘live’ and in ‘real-time’, offering a genuine asset to the visitor, resident or business person on the move.

An easy-to-navigate menu is designed to help you find:
· available parking spaces, using live parking information

· live travel information, including delays and cancellations
· where the taxi ranks are
· the location of public conveniences, including baby changing facilities

· information on events happening in and around the city – museum exhibitions, sporting events, libraries and leisure activities
· real-time news, weather and sport
· a range of accommodation, from 5* hotels to budget hostels
· conference and venue information

· health information, including where to find a pharmacist, doctor, dentist or optician

· emergency contact numbers

· … and much more
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“We’re very excited about the potential for birminghamfiz,” said Chris Price, Director of Digital Birmingham, the city partnership which created the service.
“It’s very much ‘work in progress’ and what’s available now is only the tip of the iceberg. We’re actively developing phase 2 of the birminghamfiz, which will include music and video clips and commercial aspects such as booking tickets online. 

“The birminghamfiz is a real first for Birmingham and a tangible expression of our determination to establish Birmingham as Europe’s premier digital city by 2010.”
For further information about birminghamfiz and Digital Birmingham, visit www.digitalbirmingham.co.uk or call 0121 675 1169.
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