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Birmingham moves forward with digital challenge vision

Birmingham City Council’s joint bid with Shropshire County Council was amongst the final 10 national finalists out of 79 entries in the National Digital Challenge bid. Despite not winning the challenge, Birmingham has pledged to deliver their digital solution that will help hard to reach people improve their quality of life and access the public services they need.

Digital Challenge was a national competition to encourage the use of digital technologies (computers, mobile phones, digital TV) to meet the needs of local communities in their every day lives. Successful bids had to demonstrate, through a partnership of public, commercial and voluntary organisations, a vision for a ‘digitally enabled’ society. The winning bid, which went to Sunderland was announced at an awards ceremony (13 March) in London by Angela Smith, Minister for e-Government.

Birmingham and Shropshire have worked together sharing knowledge and expertise to develop their bid CIRCUIT (City and Rural Communities Using IT) and developed strong relationships with local people, services providers, industry partners and voluntary organisations. 

Chris Price, Director of Digital Technologies and Communities said: “As part of the DC-10 Group of the ten Digital Challenge finalists we will continue to work together with central government and the Digital Challenge winner to progress the use of digital technologies to tackle social exclusion and continue to be exemplars in this field. We will build on and take forward the thinking already developed in the Digital Challenge bids, enabling the joint capital of this thinking to contribute to the overall digital and social inclusion agendas.” 
The Deputy Leader of Birmingham City Council, Cllr Paul Tilsley said: “Through our Digital Charter we aim to establish Birmingham as a leading Digital City by 2010. We will continue to build on the successful work of Digital Birmingham where already exemplar initiatives such as Birmingham’s ‘Computers at Home’, Aston Pride project and development of ‘Broadband centres’ have provided support and access to services for otherwise isolated and socially excluded groups. 

“We are working with schools to develop the concept of ‘Universal Home Access’ which recognises the value that computers have to children’s education. Our partnership with BT is developing a street based Wi-Fi enabled city centre that will enable people with laptops, mobile phones, hand-held computers and devices with Wi-Fi, to access free public and service information from the city centre through the internet. 

“For entrepreneurs ‘Business out of a Box’ will provide a virtual toolkit, containing everything a new business needs in order to start up. Birmingham is an innovative and energetic city and we will continue to ensure that the benefits of digital technologies are experienced by everybody living, stuying, visiting and working in Birmingham.” 
ENDS

Notes to editors:

Editors Note

Digital Birmingham is an alliance of public, private and voluntary sector organisations who share the goal of ensuring that the benefits of global digital technologies are experienced by everybody living, studying, visiting and working in Birmingham. Digital Birmingham is a Birmingham City Council initiative delivered through Service Birmingham. For more information on Digital Birmingham visit: www.digitalbirmingham.co.uk 

Digital Challenge

Digital Challenge is funded by the Department of Communities and Local Government. For more information visit: www.digitalchallenge.gov.uk

For further information contact Chris Price on 0121 303 8779 

About DC-10

The DC-10 Group of the ten Digital Challenge finalists will continue to work together with central government and the Digital Challenge winner to progress the use of digital technologies to tackle social exclusion and continue to be exemplars in this field. The participants believe that this will enable a range of collaborative work streams to be developed to promote digital inclusion across the UK. The work streams will build on and take forward the thinking already developed in the Digital Challenge bids, enabling the joint capital of this thinking to contribute to the overall Digital and Social Inclusion agendas. With this, the DC10 aim to prove that they are increasing the take-up and use of digital technologies in their areas – for example increasing the levels of information access and usage through digital technologies in all sectors of their communities to over 90% by the end of 2010.

 


The work of the DC-10 Group will include:

· To exchange knowledge and jointly develop best practice advice 

· To develop centrally funded work programmes to implement individual and joint actions around those key themes 

· To promote digital inclusion to support Local Area Agreements (LAAs) 

· To jointly develop bids to EU and other funding sources

· To identify key issues and lobby central government

· To advise central government
· To participate in presentations and exhibitions on behalf of the DC10 group as agreed
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