Birmingham Reaches Top Ten for National Digital Scheme
Birmingham City Council has made it through to the final of the national Digital Challenge scheme.  Working in partnership with Shropshire County Council, the Councils’ bid is one of ten selected from a large number of local authorities across the country.   The two Councils will now receive a grant of £120,000 to further develop the bid.   
Digital Challenge is a national competition to encourage the use of digital technologies (computers, mobile phones, television etc.) to meet the needs of local communities in their every day lives. Successful bids must demonstrate, through a partnership of public, commercial and voluntary organisations, a vision for a ‘digitally enabled’ society. 
Our Birmingham bid builds on existing work by Digital Birmingham and capitalises on investment in technology such as that already being made in the Aston Pride project.  
It will target low income families, young people, people with disabilities, older people and entrepreneurs to demonstrate how technology can enhance people’s lives by providing access to the information and services people want, when and how they need it.  By transforming services for these groups there will be benefit for all citizens and businesses.

In the run up to the final judging early next year  Digital Birmingham, on behalf of the Council, will continue working with people and organisations across the city to position ourselves as strongly as possible and to ensure that we meet the needs of community and business. 
The Deputy Leader of the Council said “I am thrilled that the vision we have developed through the Digital Birmingham partnership and opportunities for technology in the city have been recognised at a national level. I look forward to Digital Challenge delivering benefits through technology to Birmingham people and businesses.”
You can find out more about digital technology at www.digitalbirmingham.co.uk
ENDS

Editors Note

Digital Birmingham is an alliance of public, private and voluntary sector organisations who share the goal of ensuring that the benefits of global digital technologies are experienced by everybody living, studying, visiting and working in Birmingham.  

Digital Challenge is  funded by the Department of Communities and Local Government.
For further information contact Chris Price on 0121 303 8779 

