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BIRMINGHAM PIONEERS THE DIGITAL REVOLUTION

Local businesses from across the city are being invited to gather at Birmingham’s Millennium Point this Friday to learn about the benefits of joining the ‘digital revolution’.

Introducing Digital Birmingham the Deputy Leader, Councillor Paul Tilsley will open this business event with an introduction to this important new initiative.

Digital Birmingham is a unique cross-sector initiative aimed at moving the city of Birmingham up the ‘digital curve’ in all areas of life.  It seeks to exploit digital technologies to deliver real benefits to local businesses, communities and citizens of Birmingham.

The business benefits of a digital Birmingham include; a greater skilled work-force, improved cross-sector alliances, cost, time and energy savings, increased profitability for businesses which in turn means increased prosperity for the city.  It will also improve the quality and standard of life in terms of the provision of facilities and services available.  This will help Birmingham to bridge the ‘digital divide’ by ensuring that citizens, residents and workers in Birmingham have a greater understanding, knowledge and usage of global digital technologies to meet their needs.

Professor Michael Stirling of AWM will present the West Midlands ICT strategy for the region and Simon Topman will give a personal account of the application of digital technologies in a small business.  The whole event will be hosted by the BBC’s Sarah Falkland and the presentations will be followed by networking and an exhibition in the ‘i-Bar’ where a ‘Digi-Zone’ will be established.

The exhibition will comprise ten Birmingham companies including; Digital Birmingham/Service Birmingham/Birmingham City Council, Birmingham Chamber of  Commerce/Business Link, UCE Birmingham’s Technology Innovation Centre (TIC), ICentrum, Advantage West Midlands, WMITA (West Midlands Information Technology Association), Birmingham University, Cercia, Intercity Mobile Communications and Antika.

UCE Birmingham’s Technology Innovation Centre (TIC) will be exhibiting some of their digital products and services including their “Market Maker” Programme.  ‘Market Maker’ is a programme that offers SME’s help to create better, interactive internet based marketing and business communications, which is essential in this ‘Digital Age’.
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Birmingham’s mission to become a leading European digital city by 2010 was strengthened by the expression of interest Digital Birmingham submitted in response to the ODPM’s (Office of the Deputy Prime Minister) ‘Digital Challenge’.  The challenge has been made to all local authority led partnerships to demonstrate a deliverable vision of how digital technologies can be used in the future to help deliver better services and connect business and communities.  If successful Birmingham could be awarded up to £7million to help deliver its vision of a digital strategy for the city.

Winning the ‘digital challenge’ is just one way Birmingham aims to lead the digital revolution as part of the pioneering Digital Birmingham initiative.  

If you are interested in learning more about the benefits of digital technologies and would like to attend this Digital Birmingham business event at Millennium Point contact Birmingham Chamber and Business Link  on 0121 607 1772 or visit www.birmingham-chamber.com/events
The Business Event starts with breakfast from 7.30am and speakers from 8.00 – 9.00 followed by a networking opportunity and exhibitors presentations to 11.30am.
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