[image: image1.wmf]

Date Issued:13 February 2006
page 1 of 2
DIGITAL LOVE BLOSSOMS IN BIRMINGHAM

Once again, Birmingham proves it’s a city that’s all heart and big on love.

Digital Birmingham asked to hear your love messages to your city and had an overwhelming response.  Hundreds of you either e-mailed or sent your text messages of love to the city and it is clear to see that Brummies are passionate about Birmingham.  

A number of people won a mobile phone for simply texting in their messages and the fun didn’t end there.

The public launch ‘Love Birmingham?  Love Digital’, was a colourful event with a large ‘technology tent’ outside the Council House.  The tent was packed with different stands showing the very latest in digital technology.  From a ‘gadget stand’ to the free ‘cyber café’ and ‘digital health clinic’, there was something for everyone.  There was an ‘ask the expert’ stand where people got their digital dilemmas solved and a ‘gaming technologies’ section, keeping the kids entertained for hours.

The BBC sent their roving reporter, Sarah Falkland and camera crew amongst the crowds passing through Chamberlain Square to find out the reasons why they love Birmingham.  They also facilitated a live web cam link up between Hall Green, Northfield, Sutton Coldfield and South Yardley libraries to demonstrate one aspect of digital technology.  But the real stars of the day were the people who recorded their Valentine’s love messages and had them aired on the BBC’s ‘Big Screen’.

A large number of people made a personal Valentine’s video love message free using the video conferencing facilities in the library proving that Birmingham is not only a city big on love, but passionate about using digital technology as a means of communicating and sharing information.  This demonstrated some of the various ways that citizens of Birmingham are embracing and using digital technology.
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Chairman of Digital Birmingham, Deputy Leader Councillor Paul Tilsley said:-

“We’re absolutely delighted by the public’s response to the Digital Birmingham launch.  This is exactly what we hoped for and tried so hard to achieve.  We want people to see the many benefits of using digital technology and we want to reassure people that there is nothing to be afraid of and that information, communication and technology is the way forward for everyone and for the city of Birmingham.
Birmingham is a diverse, multicultural city at the heart of the country.  We’ve got a thriving and cosmopolitan appeal with a 21st century modern approach to living.  Long gone are the old pre-conceived images of Birmingham as an industrial manufacturing city.  The new image is one of vibrancy, energy and excitement.  A city with leading edge digital technology and people who aren’t afraid to use it.”
Ian Dickens, Chief Executive of the Digital Radio Development Bureaus said:-

“We’re really pleased that the concept of ‘Digital Birmingham’ has been so well received by the Birmingham public.  The DRDB is committed to supporting the benefits of DAB Digital Radio, and the launch of Digital Birmingham has been an excellent opportunity to demonstrate the key advantages DAB technology holds for such a flourishing city.  We hope the trend set on Valentine’s Day continues throughout the year of Digital Birmingham.”

2006 is the year of Digital Birmingham and throughout the year Digital Birmingham will be delivering a programme of events and initiatives to help Birmingham bridge the digital technology divide and enter as a serious contender into the ‘Digital Challenge’.

Digital Birmingham’s mission is to make Birmingham a leading European digital city by 2010.  Birmingham led the industrial revolution and now it aims to lead the digital revolution and information age.

Look out for more from Digital Birmingham soon.  If you would like to send us your thoughts on how Birmingham can become a leading digital city e-mail digital@birmingham.gov.uk or visit www.digitalbirmingham.co.uk.

We welcome your views, thoughts and suggestions.
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