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MESSAGES OF LOVE FROM DIGITAL BIRMINGHAM

This year February 14th isn’t just about Valentine’s Day, it’s also the public launch date for Digital Birmingham.

Digital Birmingham is a public, private and voluntary sector initiative being driven by a number of organisations including; Birmingham City Council, BT, Telewest, the BBC, Birmingham Post & Mail, Birmingham Chamber of Commerce and Birmingham Voluntary Service Council to name but a few.  The initiative is aimed at helping Birmingham make the transition from an industrial city to a digital city leading the way in advanced communication, information and digital technology making the city a greater place to live, work, rest and play.  

Digital Birmingham recognises that digital technology is already here and most people are already using it but it aims to show how we can benefit even more by using existing technologies in different ways.

The launch of Digital Birmingham takes place in Victoria Square between 10am and 4pm on Valentine’s Day.  There’ll be a big ‘technology tent’ with various stands displaying the latest in digital technology.  The public are invited to come along and browse through the tent as there’ll be something for all the family.  From gaming technologies and a free cyber café to ‘ask the expert’ to solve your digital dilemmas stand.

Digital Birmingham will also have a ‘gadget stand’ where you can move into the 21st century and learn about the latest technology.  If you find technology daunting or if you thought that a blackberry was just a fruit then this is the stand for you.  Offering you a friendly introduction to iPods, Blackberries, Palm Tops, WiFi, Skype, Broadband and much much more.  The event is free and is just one of the ways Digital Birmingham aims to make technology more accessible.
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Or maybe you’d like a chance to be famous.  The BBC will have a roving reporter and camera-crew in Chamberlain Square asking the public what they think of digital technology and the reasons why they love Birmingham.  There will also be live link up to four community libraries from around the city being aired live on the BBC ‘Big Screen’.

Alternatively you can trace your roots at the Library theatre, at the launch of the new genealogy website www.ancestry.com or visit the ‘Words on Wheels’ bus which will also be in Victoria Square offering lots of fun for all the family.

As the launch is on Valentine’s Day Digital Birmingham invites you to send in your love messages.  Text or e-mail the reasons why you love Birmingham and you’ll automatically be entered into a prize draw to win a mobile phone.  Alternatively, if there’s a special person in your life and you want to send them a Valentine’s message

you can record a video love message for free in Birmingham Central Library, Hall Green, Northfield, Sutton Coldfield and South Yardley libraries.

The best video messages will be aired on the BBC ‘Big Screen’ on February 14th.  Or if you’re camera shy, you can text your Valentine’s messages in and they’ll be run on the ticker tape on the BBC ‘Big Screen’.  So get texting and recording, Digital Birmingham is waiting for your messages.  Text: ‘DIGITAL’ to 07786 200 403, or e-mail:digital@Birmingham.gov.uk. 

The countdown to Digital Birmingham has begun.  See Chamberlain Square BBC ‘Big Screen’ for further details.
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