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PRESS RELEASE - DIGITAL BIRMINGHAM

RE-ISSUED 16.05.08

THE HUNT IS ON FOR BIRMINGHAM'S DIGITAL FAMILY

A Birmingham family will soon begin a year-long experiment to demonstrate the difference digital technology can make to everyday life.

Digital Birmingham, the organisation charged with ensuring the benefits of global digital technologies can be experienced by all in the city, has joined forces with the Birmingham Mail, the city's daily paper, to launch the search for Birmingham's digital family.

The initiative is supported by BT which is providing a range of exciting equipment for the winning family to use throughout their tenure. The objective is for the family to make the most of digital technology - including BT broadband internet, BT Vision digital TV, wireless

connection, security software, the latest telephones and webcams – to learn and develop their skills and teach other family members along the way.

"While many people are switched on to everything digital technology can offer, it's still a minefield for some," said Birmingham City Council deputy leader Paul Tilsley, who heads up the  Digital Birmingham partnership.

"We're looking for a family who want to live the digital life for a year, taking digital photos, perhaps chatting to relatives overseas on email or via a webcam, doing the weekly shop online, helping the kids with their homework, booking concert tickets on the internet, and making the most of Birmingham's wireless city centre network - the most

successful of its kind in the UK."

John Dovey, BT's West Midlands regional director, said: "Technology is developing at such a pace, it is important everyone has the opportunity to benefit, regardless of their age.

"We are looking forward to following the winning family on their digital journey of discovery.

"This initiative will also enable us to showcase Birmingham as a BT Wireless City."

The plan is for the family to have their own blog on the Birmingham Mail website and the paper will post regular updates on their progress towards digital expertise.

The competition launches at the end of April and the winning family will be announced at the end of June.

For more information visit www.digitalbirmingham.co.uk or www.birminghammail.net.
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Picture Caption: Already 'going digital' are the Patrick family from

Great Barr: mum Lorraine, dad Paul, and sons Jordan and Adam.
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