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DIGITAL BIRMINGHAM - PRESS RELEASE 12.01.09
Digital snappers put Birmingham in the picture
Keen photographers from across the city have been presented with digital cameras as their prize for winning the 'Birmingham Snaps' competition, organised by Digital Birmingham as part of its 'Get into Digital' month, aimed at demonstrating the potential and benefits of technology.

Entrants from all parts of Birmingham were invited to take digital photographs of life in their local area and upload them to 'The Big Picture' website, run by Arts Council West Midlands and supported by the BBC, which was collecting photos from all over the West Midlands with the aim of creating the world's biggest photo mosaic.

The winners from each constituency attended a recent presentation at Birmingham's council house, where they were presented with their prize of a Sony CyberShot DSC W130 camera, donated by Computerland UK Ltd and presented by Birmingham City Council deputy leader Paul Tilsley, who heads up the Digital Birmingham partnership.

"Birmingham is an exciting, diverse city and the Birmingham Snaps competition was designed to give citizens the opportunity to demonstrate that online," he said. "Harnessing the creative power of Birmingham people whilst demonstrating the benefits of digital technologies is what projects like this are all about."

The Birmingham Snaps competition was the brainchild of Jagwant Johal, Birmingham Council's constituency director for Edgbaston, who was keen to ensure as many images as possible of Birmingham were available online.

"A key role for constituencies is 'place making' - promoting the positives about all of Birmingham's constituencies," he said. "Photos taken by local people of their favourite spots is a good way to get local people involved in the promotion of Birmingham's many communities.

"We'd like to build on this great competition and encourage residents to create a photo library of images for each constituency that best portray their area and how they would like it promoted."

The winning entries are as follows:

Edgbaston winner: Jaswinder Nijjer

Photo "The Church" can be seen at http://www.inthebigpicture.co.uk/photo/the-church/

Hall Green winner: Bryan Bailey

Photo "Chilly Morning" can be seen at http://www.inthebigpicture.co.uk/photo/chilly-morning-2/

Hodge Hill winner: Tracey James

Photo "Birmingham Rag Market" can be seen at http://www.inthebigpicture.co.uk/photo/birmingham-rag-market/

Ladywood winner: Nik Brogan

Photo "Canalroad" can be seen at http://www.inthebigpicture.co.uk/photo/canalroad/

Northfield winner: Nik Morgan

Photo "A Jewel in the City" can be seen at http://www.inthebigpicture.co.uk/photo/a-jewel-in-the-city/

Perry Barr winner: Paul Meadows

Photo "Sutton or Exmoor?" can be seen at http://www.inthebigpicture.co.uk/photo/sutton-or-exmoor/

Selly Oak winner: Oliver Pilsworth

Photo "The Police" can be seen at http://www.inthebigpicture.co.uk/photo/the-police/

Sutton Coldfield winner: Linda Cooke

Photo "Blossom at the Cathedral" can be seen at http://www.inthebigpicture.co.uk/photo/blossom-at-the-cathedral/

Yardley winner: Bryan Bailey

Photo "I am sailing" can be seen at http://www.inthebigpicture.co.uk/photo/i-am-sailing/

ENDS (428 words)

Pic caption:

Pictured outside the Birmingham Town Hall are winners of Digital Birmingham's 'Birmingham Snaps' competition. Back from left to right: Linda Cooke from Sutton Coldfield, Birmingham City Council deputy leader Cllr Paul Tilsley, Paul Meadows from Oscott  and Bryan Bailey from Acocks Green. Front from left to right:  Oliver Pilsworth from Selly Oak, Nik Morgan from Kings Norton, Tracey James from Washwood Heath, and Mike Bathard from Computerland UK Ltd.

For press enquiries, please contact: Mary Whitehouse, betterpr, tel: 01527 881965, fax: 01527 881985, email: mary@betterpr.co.uk

Notes to editors:

Digital Birmingham is a strategic partnership of private, voluntary and public organisations that aims to establish Birmingham as a leading European digital city by 2010 and to ensure that the benefits of digital technologies are available to all in the city. It is a Birmingham City Council initiative that is being delivered by Service Birmingham. For more information visit: www.digitalbirmingham.co.uk.

Service Birmingham is a strategic partnership between Birmingham City Council and Capita which will support a transformation in the way the council works; improving services and contributing to its efficiency agenda. The council intends to achieve efficiency savings worth £1.5 billion by 2016. This strategic partnership forms part of the council's objective to find better and more innovative ways of delivering services for the benefit of employees and citizens.  The principle of this joint venture focuses on the provision of cost effective, sector leading, ICT services and in supporting the council in achieving its business transformation objectives.
