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Recycled computers go on sale in time for Christmas
Residents receiving benefits look set to get a helping hand as a shop selling discounted recycled computers opened its doors in time for Christmas.

Community Computers, based on Shard End Crescent, Shard End, officially opened on Thursday, 20th November, with the help of Chris Leggett, Service Birmingham's Corporate Development Director, and Birmingham City Council's Cabinet Member for Adults and Communities Cllr Sue Anderson who is also a 'champion' for the third sector.

Residents who are in receipt of one of a range of benefits including income support, job seekers allowance, housing benefit and disability living allowance, will be able to pick up a bargain with recycled computers starting at £40 and laptops at £90.

The shop is supported through a joint partnership between Service Birmingham, which organises the recycling of Birmingham City Council's computers back into the community, and Secure IT Disposals Ltd, which wipes all of the data off them and runs the shop. The disposals company will also accept unwanted computers and accessories. Owners can take their unwanted items into the shop and be assured that the data will be destroyed and they will be disposed of in an environmentally friendly way.

Chris Leggett, Service Birmingham's Corporate Development Director, said: "At Service Birmingham we are committed to digital inclusion and helping to reduce the city's carbon footprint so this project is extremely important for us. I'm sure the shop will prove to be a great success and we look forward to many residents, who perhaps wouldn't otherwise be able to buy a PC or laptop, realising the benefits of having a computer."

Martin Burke, Managing Director of Secure IT Disposals Ltd said: "Following customer feedback we plan to develop the shop to offer a range of services and our aim is to provide a computer to everyone in the community who would benefit from one. We will be introducing a range of payment schemes to make it feasible for those on the lowest incomes and, for customers who can only afford a lower spec machine, a savings club will be put in place to enable them to trade up to a higher spec machine later on."

Opening hours will be between 9.30am and 5pm Monday to Friday and 10am and 2.30pm on a Saturday. Residents must take proof of their name, address and which benefits they are receiving.  For more information call 0870 727 1578 or to view the range of equipment or purchase online go to www.speedie.co.uk.
The computers will include Microsoft Windows, Office 2003 including powerpoint and excel, and also a free session on how to set up the equipment and use it at home.

Maureen Kovacs, a Shard End resident who was one of the first to pick up a computer said: "I'm quite excited! My son and daughter-in-law bought me the computer for my birthday next week - I'll be 69. All of my grandchildren have computers so I'm planning to email them... I might even go on Facebook and see what they've all been up to!"

Enta, a not for profit community interest company, will also be selling the recycled computers from its Birmingham city centre base.  For more information about viewing the computers at Enta and opening times please call 0121 359 6162 or 0121 200 1096.
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For further information please contact:  Emma Needle, Media and External Communications Officer for Service Birmingham, on 07500 88 28 94.

Service Birmingham is a strategic partnership between Birmingham City Council and Capita which will support a transformation in the way the Council works; improving services and contributing to its efficiency agenda. The Council intends to achieve efficiency savings worth £1.5 billion by 2016. This strategic partnership forms part of the Council's objective to find better and more innovative ways of delivering services for the benefit of employees and citizens.  The principle of this joint venture focuses on the provision of cost effective, sector leading, ICT services and in supporting the Council in achieving its business transformation objectives.

