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PRESS RELEASE/ ICF ACCOLADE/ 21.10.10
BIRMINGHAM ‘ONE OF WORLD’S MOST INTELLIGENT COMMUNITIES’
Birmingham has today (21 October 2010) officially been recognised as one of the world’s 21 top ‘intelligent communities’ by a respected global think tank.

The Intelligent Communities Forum (ICF), which analyses the impact of access and information technologies on economic and social development at the community level, has included Birmingham in its ‘Smart 21’ list of global cities. Birmingham is the only UK city to be included, and only one of four European cities to make to coveted top 21.
The 21 cities will eventually be whittled down to seven before one of them is named ‘Intelligent Community of the Year 2011’ next June. That accolade is currently held by Suwon, South Korea, from where the Smart 21 announcement was made on 21 October. 
Birmingham City Council’s deputy leader Paul Tilsley said that Birmingham’s success was founded on the work of the organisations which together make up the Digital Birmingham partnership, which he heads.

“I am delighted that the efforts of the partnership to create a digital city have been recognised on the global stage by the independent Intelligent Communities Forum,” aid Councillor Tilsley.

“This is not about the technology itself but about the way we use it to generate wealth, create jobs, provide more efficient services and improve the quality of life for all our citizens.  I recognise that there is still much for us to do to encourage businesses to exploit technology, to make our services more personalised, with more scope for citizen self service, and to reduce the number of digital ‘have-nots’ in our society; however it is great to have independent confirmation that we are moving in the right direction to improve Birmingham for businesses and citizens.”
The theme of the 2011 Intelligent City award is ‘Health in the Intelligent Community’. The Smart 21 communities have all shown moving and innovative approaches to the delivery of better care, as well as an increase in productivity and elimination of unnecessary costs; an important consideration as the baby boom generation enters retirement.  They are also promoting the growth of highly competitive clusters of companies in traditional healthcare as well as emerging fields in which ICT is used to improve quality, transparency and productivity in healthcare and life sciences. 

Driven by the challenges of continuous health improvement, an ageing population and the urgent need to derive more value from shrinking budgets, Birmingham City Council and NHS Birmingham East and North are delivering innovative telecare and telehealth programmes in conjunction with private sector technology manufacturers and the third sector.

The success of their initiatives is already achieving more for less, with improved patient outcomes and greater engagement with hard-to-reach citizens, including those in economically and socially deprived areas.  

Intelligent Communities Forum co-founder Robert Bell was one of the keynote speakers at this week’s Beyond 2010 conference, part of Birmingham’s Hello Digital week, an event which further reinforced the city’s growing international status as a leading digital city.

For the full Intelligent Community Smart 21 announcement, visit http://www.intelligentcommunity.org/index.php?src=news&srctype=detail&category=Partner%20News&refno=541 .
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For press enquiries, please contact: Mary Whitehouse, betterpr, tel: 01527 881965, fax: 01527 881985, email: mary@betterpr.co.uk
Note to editors
Digital Birmingham is a Birmingham City Council initiative and a strategic partnership of private, voluntary and public organisations throughout the city. It aims to establish Birmingham as a leading European digital city in 2010 and ensure that the benefits of digital technologies are available to all in the city. For more information visit www.digitalbirmingham.co.uk. 

The Intelligent Community Forum is a think tank that studies the economic and social development of the 21st Century community.  Whether in industrialised or developing nations, communities are challenged to create prosperity, stability and cultural meaning in a world where jobs, investment and knowledge increasingly depend on advances in communications.  For the 21st Century community, connectivity is a double-edge sword: threatening established ways of life on the one hand, and offering powerful new tools to build prosperous, inclusive and environmentally sustainable economies on the other.  ICF seeks to share the best practices of the world's Intelligent Communities in adapting to the demands of the Broadband Economy, in order to help communities everywhere find sustainable renewal and growth. For more information visit. www.intelligentcommunity.org. 
Hello Digital has been created to support and celebrate Birmingham’s investment in digital technologies as a route to generating economic growth, closing the digital divide and promoting greater social inclusion. An innovative partnership between Birmingham City Council, Digital Birmingham, Say Hello, Screen WM, Arts Council England West Midlands, Business Link WM and Marketing Birmingham, it will acknowledge Birmingham as a leading digital city, populated by skilled citizens and businesses fully engaged with technology and committed to reinforcing the city’s reputation as a centre for investment and business growth, as well as a great place to live, learn and work.

 

Birmingham's Hello Digital Week runs from 18 - 22 October 2010 and comprises a number of events celebrating the city’s and the region's technological achievements against the best in the world. Hello Digital Week will open up the debate on the impact of technologies across the broadest cross section of industries, and provide a platform to build links and share digital best practice, ideas and opportunities on an international level. For more information visit www.hellodigital.net.
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