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PRESS RELEASE/ RHoK /2.12.10

DIGITAL BIRMINGHAM HOSTS RANDOM HACKS OF KINDNESS AND OPEN DATA HACKDAY EVENT
This weekend (4th/5th December) will see Digital Birmingham’s Faraday Wharf office taken over by local hackers as they join in with a global ‘Random Hack of Kindness’, and ‘Open Data Hackday’, bringing software engineers and designers together with disaster risk management experts around the globe to design innovative solutions to real-world problems.

Birmingham is the only UK location participating in the global RHOK event, whose 22 camps worldwide include Aarhus, Bangalore, Chicago and Nairobi. 
These camps all cooperate with each other to build new technologies to help solve ‘problem statements’, many of which have been written by disaster experts from organisations including the UN, World Bank, Red Cross and Google.org.  
The Birmingham camp is also hosting a team as part of the Open Data Hackday, a 60-city initiative to show support for open data policies by the world’s governments, and to build applications that make that data easier for people to access and understand.
Random Hacks of Kindness - the brainchild of a team from Google, NASA, Microsoft, Yahoo! and the World Bank - was established to harness the power of technology to make the world a better place. Hackers use publicly available web-based data to design software solutions to aid in disaster and crisis situations.
The Birmingham event follows on from a successful 24 hour Hackathon to develop crisis software for local authorities, held during the recent Beyond 2010 conference in the city. This resulted in the development of WheresSafe, an application that uses GPS technology to help emergency services locate trapped and injured people following a major incident, and to send people the safest route out of the area from their current location.

To find out more and register for the event, visit http://rhokbrum.eventbrite.com/ [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
